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ELA 7th Grade – April 20-24 – Ms. Boydstun, Mrs. Daoud, Mrs. Rez-Kersey 

Dear Students, 

Thank you all for your hard work these last few weeks. We continue to be impressed by the ways you are adapting to 

the twists and turns of reality of this year and look forward to continuing this distance learning model this year. We 

know there will be road bumps and changes along the way and appreciate your patience and flexibility as we continue 

to learn and improve. Our quarter 4 book project is the first change to address: we’d hoped to have book chats with 

each when school returned in the Spring but know that will look differently now. Be on the lookout in coming weeks for 

new information regarding your final book project. 

As our argument writing wraps up, we are excited to move into a poetry unit. This will include some poetry analysis and, 

eventually, a chance for you to create your own poetry collection. We can’t wait to see what you come up with. 

For this week, follow the schedule below. Each day should be between twenty and thirty minutes of work. You may send 

emails, Remind attachments or messages, pictures of your work, or you can send anything back to school on the bus. 

Please be extra careful to write your first and last name, and your teacher’s name, on any work that is going to be sent 

on the bus. And, on any work you’re sending us, please be sure to label the assignment. Rev it Up should have the lesson 

and day number so we can be sure to give you credit for the right things! 

Monday Rev it Up Lesson 4, Days 6 and 7. 

• Complete the “Word-o-Meter” organizer on page 52 placing the word indifference in the center of the chart. Can 

you find two words that would run “cooler” than indifference, and two words that are “warmer”? Think of words 

that suggest stronger emotions. 

• Read page 53 and 54.  Complete the “Rev Up Your Writing” task in the bottom right corner of pg. 54. Underline, 

circle, or highlight the vocabulary words you use in your letter. 

Tuesday Poetry Vocabulary & Parts of Speech Review 

• Review the definitions then complete the poetry vocabulary crossword in this week’s packet. These words will 

help you begin to understand important components of poetry and get your brain thinking about the types of 

poetry you’ll eventually write! 

• Complete the parts of speech review included in this week’s packet. As you brainstorm poetry in the coming 

weeks, you’ll be asked to use specific parts of speech. This review will be helpful in recalling those parts of speech 

you’ll be called upon to use in this unit. 

Wednesday Rev it Up Lesson 4, Days 8 and 9. 

• Read the top of page 55. Sort the various defined words into the three columns, based on which vocabulary word 

they most relate to. If any fit into more than one, explain why. 

• Choose one of the two prompts, or the third “your choice” topic, to write a short piece. Use as many of the vocab 

words for this unit as you can in your response. Be sure to circle, underline, or highlight the words you use. 

Thursday Poetry Vocab Scavenger Hunt 

• Complete the scavenger hunt page included in this week’s packet. You’ll use the vocabulary you completed on 

Tuesday to find examples of how they’re used in various poems. 

Friday Vocabulary Review 

• Review your vocab words, then put your notes away. Complete the ten-question review, and if you’d like to 

extend your learning, write a paragraph using as many of the words as you can. 

 

Let your teacher know if you have any questions, and we look forward to hearing from you all! 

Ms. Boydstun       Ms. Daoud    Ms. Rez-Kersey 

kboydstun@northmasonschools.org     edaoud@northmasonschools.org mreznicek@northmasonschools.org 
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Poetry Vocabulary 

Sound Devices: A writer's intentional use of language, especially in verse, to create sounds within his or her 

work. 

• Alliteration-repetition of beginning sounds in a series of words  

• Onomatopoeia-word whose sound resembles what it describes (snap, crackle, pop) 

• Rhyme-the repetition of sounds at the end of words  

• Rhythm-is the beat created by the pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables  

• Repetition-the use, more than once, of any element of language 

Figurative Language: Writing or speech that is not meant to be taken literally 

• Imagery-words and phrases that describe the actual experience of the five senses  

• Simile-comparison of two seemingly unlike things using the words like or as. 

• Metaphor-when you use two nouns and compare or contrast them to one another. Unlike simile, you 

don't use "like" or "as" in the comparison.  

• Hyperbole-figurative speech making an overstatement on purpose, an exaggeration.  

• Personification-Objects, animals, or ideas are given human characteristics  

Other Poetry terms:  

• Free Verse-Poetry that does not follow certain rules or pattern.  

• Haiku-a Japanese poem in three lines, of 5, 7, and 5 syllables, which represents a clear picture so as to 

produce emotion 

• Lyric-A poem, such as a sonnet or an ode, which expresses the thoughts and feelings of the poet. A lyric 

poem may resemble a song in form or style  

• Limerick-is a humorous, rhyming, five-line poem with a specific rhythm pattern and rhyme scheme 

• Stanza-group of lines in a poem that forms a metrical or unit.  

• Symbol-in general terms, anything that stands for something else. Example: flags, which symbolize a 

nation 

• Mood-How a piece of writing makes the reader feels.  

• Tone-the writer's attitude toward the text. Tone may be playful, formal, intimate, angry, serious, ironic, 

outraged, serene, depressed, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

Use the definitions above to complete the crossword 

puzzle on the next page. 
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Parts of Speech Review 

Nouns—a person, place, thing, or idea. Be aware of nouns that are not typical “common” nouns but are perhaps 

“abstract” nouns. Possible endings for nouns that might be in the “abstract” category: organization, wilderness, 

statehood, government, democracy, criticism, realtor, tenacity, violinist.  Proper nouns—names of specific people, 

places, and things—are capitalized. 

 

Practice—How many nouns can you find in this song? (NOTE: There 32, including the title.)  

Circle or underline what you find! 

My Favorite Things 

Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens 

Bright copper kettles and warm woolen mittens 

Brown paper packages tied up with strings 

These are a few of my favorite nouns 

Cream colored ponies and crisp apple strudels 

Doorbells and sleigh bells and schnitzel with noodles 

Wild geese that fly with the moon on their wings 

These are a few of my favorite things 

Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes 

Snowflakes that stay on my nose and eyelashes 

Silver white winters that melt into springs 

These are a few of my favorite things 

When the dog bites 

When the bee stings 

When I'm feeling sad 

I simply remember my favorite nouns 

And then I don't feel so bad. 

 

 

Verbs—words that show action or state of being; divided by time of action (verb tenses) 

 

Practice #1—Identify all the verbs in the following passage. HINT: There are 15. Be aware of verb phrases (verbs that are 

composed of more than one word).  

from “The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell 

Rainsford sprang up and moved quickly to the rail, mystified. He strained his eyes in the direction 

from which the reports had come, but it was like trying to see through a blanket. He leaped upon the rail 

and balanced himself there, to get greater elevation; his pipe, striking a rope, was knocked from his 

mouth. He lunged for it; a short, hoarse cry came from his lips as he realized he had reached too far and 

had lost his balance. The cry was pinched off short as the blood-warm waters of the Caribbean Sea 

dosed over his head. 

 

Practice #2—Identify each verb as an action verb or a state of being verb (a verb that indicates who or what something 

is and does not show action). Write an “A” on the line by each action verb and an “S” for each state of being verb. 

_______  is  _______  works  _______  are  _______  seems 

_______  sat  _______  was  _______  knock  _______  were 
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Adjectives —words that describe or modify a noun. Proper adjectives, like proper nouns, are capitalized. 

 

Practice: Identify the adjectives in this short reading about pyramids. Hint: There are 20. 

In its most common form, a pyramid is a massive stone or brick structure with a square base and 

four sloping triangular sides that meet in a point at the top. Pyramids have been built by different 

peoples at various times in history. Probably the best-known pyramids are those of ancient Egypt, which 

were built to protect the tombs of rulers or other important persons. Pyramids were also built as 

platforms for temples by pre-Columbian civilizations in Central and South America. Still other pyramids 

exist in Sudan, Southwest Asia, and Greece. 

7. Adverbs—words that describe or modify a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. Most adverbs can be 

identified by asking the following: when, where, how, to what extent. Many adverbs end in “ly.” 

 

Practice —Identify the adverb in each sentence. 

1. She certainly drives slowly in that old Buick of hers. 

2. I really don't believe him.  

3. He literally wrecked his mother's car.  

4. She simply ignored me.  

5. The teacher completely rejected her proposal.  

6. I absolutely refuse to attend any more faculty meetings.  

7. They heartily endorsed the new restaurant. 

8. I so wanted to go with them.  

9. We know this city well. 

10. His mother mildly disapproved his actions.  
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Poetry Vocab Scavenger Hunt 

Review the poetry vocabulary words from Tuesday’s work. As you read through the samples of poems (written 
by 7th graders long ago!), look for examples of the terms listed below. 

FIVE Rhymes – write down five pairs of words that rhyme in the poems (Ex: boat – float; mean – green) 

1. ________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________ 

FOUR Adjectives – write down four adjectives that you find throughout the poems 

1. ________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________ 
 

THREE Personifications – write down three examples of personification in the poems 

1. ________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________ 

 
TWO Tones – Choose two poems to analyze the author’s tone. What emotion or feeling is the author trying to 
convey in this poem? What are at least three words that the author uses to make you think so? 

 Poem 1 Poem 2 

Poem Title  
 

 

Tone Conveyed  
 

 

Three Words  
 
 
 

 

 
ONE Mood – Choose one of the poems to write about what mood you, the reader, feels either during or after 
reading the poem. What are at least three words the author uses that make you feel that way? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Poetry Vocab Scavenger Hunt - Poems 
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Show What You Know 
Read each question. Fill in the letter of the best answer. 

 
1. Which of the following is the best way to placate someone?  

a. giving them a gift 

b. punishing them 

c. selling them something 

d.  tricking them 

2. Which of the following is an example  of someone pondering?  

a. someone eating breakfast 

b. someone scoring a goal 

c. someone daydreaming 

d. someone crying 

 

3. Which of the following is the best example of a hermit? 

a. a dog that is difficult to train 

b. parent who sets an early curfew 

c. a teacher who is calming a rowdy class 

d. a neighbor who rarely leaves his house 

4. Select a word that has the same meaning as secretive. 

a. essential 

b. surreptitious 

c. renowned 

d. accustomed 

 

5. I enjoyed the movie, but Rebecca felt towards it. 

a. renowned. 

b. essential. 

c. indifferent. 

d. surreptitious. 

I asked my teacher for advice because she was a wise person. 

6. Which word would work best as a substitution for the underlined words?  

     a. cantankerous 

     b. venerable 

     c. renowned 

     d. essential 

The world-famous magician turned three doves into a bag of Potato chips. 

7. Which word would work best as a substitution for the underlined words? 

     a. renowned 

     b. surreptitious 

     c. essential 

     d. accustomed 
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Read the passage below and write the word that fits best in each blank. 

 

 

  

As a 19-year-old who is about to lose the title of “teen,” I feel like I need to pass on some words of 

wisdom to the next generation.  You probably won’t listen to me – after all, I wouldn’t have – but I have to try. 

• You will make mistakes.  Period. I’ve made a ton of mistakes as a teenager – from backing into a 

telephone pole in a car to failing varsity tryouts to messing up a friendship that meant more to me 

than anything in the world.  Which leads me to my next point… 

• Laughter is 8) ______________________.  Without it, every mistake you make will depress you.  It also 

helps if you can laugh at the fact that someone taped a “Kick Me” sign to the back of your shirt. 

• Things will change.  Your hairstyle, your clothes, and even your friendships won’t last forever.  That’s 

part of life.  Eventually you’ll get 9) ______________________ to the new things in your life. 

• Good friends are hard to find, so never let go once you’ve found one.  If a friend seems 

10)________________________ at times, think of how often he or she was good to you even when 

you’ve been a grouch. 

 Being a teen is the most stressful, frustrating, exciting, confusing thing you’ll ever do.  But enjoy 

every single second of it. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*****Now, to earn a 4, use at least 8 of the words to create a paragraph or paragraphs on your own paper.  

Be sure that the way you use the words really shows what the word means.  It is ok to use other forms of the 

words in the box above.  Underline or highlight each word in the paragraph(s) as you use it to help me find 

it.  Staple your paper to this test and turn it in. 

 These are the rubrics for how you will be graded. 

Vocabulary Rubric for REV It Up  (RCC 4 L6) 

4 3 2 1 

Uses at least 8 of the selection vocabulary words 

correctly in a paragraph(s).  They must clearly 

show the meaning of the word. For example, if 

the vocabulary word was ‘blue,’ the sentence ‘It 

was blue’ does not show meaning. ‘The sky was 

blue because there were no clouds’ does show 

the meaning of the word. 

Scores 9 or 10 

out of 10 on the 

multiple choice 

& fill in part of 

the test. 

Scores 7 or 8 

out of 10 on the 

multiple choice 

& fill in part of 

the test. 

Scores 6 or 

fewer on the 

multiple 

choice & fill 

in part of 

the test. 

Grammar & Conventions Rubric (RCC7 L1 & L2) 

4 3 2 1 

*All complete sentences with 

interesting variety 

*No errors in GUMPS 

*Publication quality 

*All complete sentences. 

*Paragraphs where 

needed 

* A few minor errors in 

GUMPS that don’t affect 

understanding 

*Final copy quality 

*Some sentences not 

complete 

*Some paragraphing 

errors 

*Many errors in GUMPS 

make this hard to read 

*Rough draft quality 

*Few sentences are 

complete 

*No paragraphing 

*Errors in GUMPS make this 

very difficult to read 

*Work quality is not ready 

to be assessed 

GUMPS = Grammar, Usage, Mechanics, Punctuation and Spelling 

venerable  hermit  renowned  indifferent  essential 

surreptitious  ponder accustomed  cantankerous placate 










